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We've had quite an eventful year.  Our website was launched in March, 2014, and thanks to 

Marguerite Christiansen, continues to provide up*to*date information.  I initiated writing 

bimonthly e*newsletters as a supplement to The Quill. We are having a contest to name that 

online newsletter with the prize being the Octagon House Halcyon Box! 

 

Our new brochure was published (designed by Marguerite Meyer) and is lovely.  Our Docent 

Manual was finished thanks to great efforts by Dosia Matthews and Julia Emby.  Docent 

Trainings were started. 

 

In June we hosted a Star Spangled Banner Sing*a*long in which 50 people participated. The 

Golden Gate Boys Choir and Bell Ringers (Of which Kimberlee Caniglia's son is a member) 

sang the full four stanzas. 

 

During the summer we had many wonderful luncheons hosted by our Dames and all were lovely.  

The lunches are a great opportunity for our Dames to get to know one another better. 

 

In October I attended the Biennial in Washington DC.  It was such an exciting event, it inspired 

me to introduce a California Strategic Plan to help our California Society plan for the future. 

 

So far this year Ruth Donohugh has organized many exciting events: Lecture at Octagon House 

"8 is Enough"; a docent led tour at Legion of Honor for the Houghton Hall exhibit and an 

incredible visit to the Carolands in Hillsborough. 

 

In January our Semi*Annual Meeting was held in Pasadena.  It was the first of many events to 

celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the Los Angeles*Pasadena*Santa Barbara Town Committee.  

 

There were many other activities constantly being offered throughout the State this past year. It 

is an honor to be a part of such a dynamic organization and look forward to another exciting 

year. 

 

 

  

Gail Sollid 

President, NSCDA*CA 

























OCTAGON HOUSE MANAGER’S ANNUAL REPORT 

April 16, 2015 

 

On Saturday, June 14, Octagon House celebrated the anniversary of the “Star Spangled Banner”  

in tandem with a simulcast from Washington, D.C. The Golden Gate Boy’s Choir led  

us in singing our National Anthem and other patriotic songs. Food and drink were served  

and a multi,generational audience had a wonderful time. (All events held at OH in  

2014,15 will be covered in reports given by other members of the Governing Board.)  

 

ADT and Tyco security systems rearranged their business model. Our security system  

(burglar& fire), which was registered with ADT, was transferred to Tyco over the summer.  

This process proved to be a lengthy undertaking. Thanks to perseverance and a lot of help from 

 Emilio Lucero our system was “switched” over to Tyco in late fall.  Our Tyco system operates  

in the same way as the prior ADT system.  

 

In August, Kathryn Hobart and her team of appraisers spent 3 weeks at Octagon House  

evaluating the collection, as well as, other items in the house for insurance purposes.  I worked  

with the team throughout the process and learned much about our fabulous collection and  

other important items. Questions were raised regarding the many valuable items in the house  

that are not part of the collection. It was recommended that a committee be formed to consider 

the best conveyance of these items.   

 

The collection needs attention in terms of best practices for maintenance and display of these  

valuable assets.  Framed items are especially vulnerable and would benefit from the application 

of updated preservation techniques.  Thanks to Lee Miller and Jane Hillman we have received  

direction from professionals at the de Young Museum on how to proceed with this project.  

 

In early summer of 2014, we contracted with Wooden Windows of Oakland to replace 

the lower sash of the window above the staircase in addition to sashes for several smaller, upstairs 

windows. They did an excellent job. In November, two sets of upstairs windows were tuned up; 

one set in the bedroom and one set in the library. The two windows in the library closet were  

both replaced with customized copies of the originals. The lower sash of the large window over 

 the staircase was replaced and a new pane of glass was inserted into the right hand side of  

the upper sash.  Modern, brass window latches were replaced by copies of the latches original 

to the house. All indicated windows were painted on the exterior by Everest Waterproofing.  

The interior of the windows will be painted in the spring/summer, when the house will need  

some exterior painting and repair.    

 

A new hot water heater was installed in the basement of Octagon House on February 25, 2015.  

In preparation for the installation, the plumbers discovered that the per inch water pressure  

on the pipes was too high. (90 lbs. of pressure per square inch vs. the desired 50,60 lbs.).  

A pressure valve and expansion tank were installed in the basement. The reduction of water 

pressure will relieve the wear and tear on our aging pipes. Very small leaks were noted under 

the house from old pipes. The plumbers recommended replacing these 1940’s iron pipes with 

copper plumbing.  An inspection was conducted on March 10 and an estimate for the job was 

given. The kitchen sink faucet was replaced on February 25, as well. The gaskets that control 



the water flow were not engaging and the water couldn’t be shut off. Pipes under the sink were 

inspected and tightened.   

 

Emilio Lucero and I are dedicated to maintaining and caring for Octagon House.  

My job would be impossible without Emilio’s help and support, and I deeply appreciate his  

dependable loyalty to the house and our membership.  I, also, want to thank the Dames,  

who contribute their time, interest and money to Octagon House as stewards of this historic property.  

 

   

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Nancy R. McAteer (Mrs. Thomas Knight McAteer) 

Octagon House Manager  
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The NSCDA-CA Web Site 
Report to the NSCDA- CA Governing Board,  

Annual Meeting, April 15, 2015  

 

 

On March 5, 2014 we launched the nscda'ca.org website.   It has been a busy year.  Here is a short summary:  

1) We started with about 50 web pages in March 2014 we now have 110 pages:  

a. 22 pages are viewable by the public and are devoted to the Octagon House and general information 

about The NSCDA, The NSCDA'CA, and our public activities.  

b. 88 pages are for our members: including the State Calendar, State Society News, Event Pages, Historic 

and Educational Projects Pages, Docenting Calendars, Membership, Forms, and a great deal more!  

2) We had 2,546 users in this first year. Those users viewed 13,349 pages.  Each quarter the number of users 

increased as we updated links to Google, Yelp and other search engines and our members used the website.  

3) Top 12 pages visited are:  

 Name of Webpage # of Times Viewed Website Section 

1 Home Page  2780 Public   

2 Octagon House    1198 Public 

3 Monterey Peninsula Home 482 Public 

4 NSCDA Membership    424 Public 

5 Calendar 402 Members Only 

6 San Diego Home 90 Members Only 

7 Historical Activities 315 Members Only 

8 Members Section 310 Members Only 

9 California Society ' Overview 273 Public 

10 Docenting  269 Members Only 

11 Octagon House – History Uncovered                        250 Public 

12 Octagon House – Visiting the House Museum 210 Public 

 

4) Marguerite Meyer, Connie Stone and Judy Mack are the town committee representatives to the 

Communications Committee each of them has contributed a great deal of time, talent and effort.  For example: 

Marguerite Meyer and Connie Stone created a series of diagrams to help members “access the website.”. 

5) Thanks to Kimberlee Caniglia for her excellent design work and help in creating event pages.  

 

6) Our appreciation to all of you who have sent in information to help us use this website as our dames “living 

room” – where we can exchange information on our many activities.  Please continue to tell members of the 

communications committee when important dates are set or about information that our members or the public 

should know. 

 

Many Regards, 

Marguerite W. Christiansen 




